
 

St. Luke’s Prayer List 
Laura Stotz, Charlie Bull, Pat Hanly, Bruce Friman, Andy Decker, Scott & James Anderson, Elizabeth 
Reeves, Gerda Heidel, Sue Cairo, Kathleen Buckley, Chris and family, Ashley and the Gonzalez family, 
Timothy, Mary Beth, John Staton, Gavin Duffy and family, Mimi Crosby, Johonna, Karl Brust, Nancy 
McCue, Flo Torrance, Mary Wisz, Michelle Quantock, Stephen Quantock, Jessica Wineking, Bri Van 
Tassel, Hal, Jolene, Joan Clark, Donna Edwards.  

Vestry Update January 17, 2018 
Hello St. Luke’s Family! 

The Vestry of St. Luke’s, as I’m sure you know, is a 
tremendous group of friends who are gratefully focused on 
moving us forward on this next step of our journey.   When 
you ask people what brought them to St. Luke’s and what 
keeps them here, the answers are often very similar:  our 
genuine welcome; our hospitality; our Spirit-filled view of 
ourselves, our community, and our brothers and sisters around the country and the globe; and, as I said on 
Sunday, our mad love for each other.   

This week I have a couple of brief updates for you.  The Vestry has had now two very productive 
meetings to consider our way forward in our search for our next Rector.  As we learned from the Rev. 
Mary Thorpe, the transition priest for the Diocese of Virginia, there have been changes to the process 
since we last chose a new Rector.  We are investigating all options and will surely have an update 
regarding steps going forward within the month. In the meantime, we have had a good response to 
requests for supply clergy, and I will share those details as soon as dates are confirmed. Our immediate 
goal is to find coverage for February and March, including Ash Wednesday and Palm Sunday, which will 
be upon us soon. 

We want to be sure that we are able to provide pastoral care to those who are in need of it.  Lou Lamb has 
kindly agreed to be the contact person for the Pastoral Care Committee, with the wise guidance of Deacon 
Brian. Please reach out to Lou if you would like to help provide this care and if you know of anyone in 
need. 

 
January 18, 2018 

Calendar of Events 
Date Event/Activity Location POC 

21 Jan     9:15 am Holy Eucharist St. Luke’s Rev. Rod Caulkins 
28 Jan     9:15 am Morning Prayer St. Luke’s Deacon Brian 

Vestry Meeting  
2nd Monday each month at 6:00 PM (New date & time) 

“Bad Girls of the Bible” 
Every Thursday at 12:00 in the Parish Hall 
***Reconvenes on January 18 at 12:00*** 

Bible Challenge Discussion Group 
Every Tuesday at 10:30 in the Parish Hall 

Reconvenes on January 9, 2018 
Pot Luck – 1st Sunday each month 

S o n g  o f  S i m e o n  
 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Simeon 
P.O. Box 694 

Charlottesville, VA  22902 
www.stlukessimeon.org  

We are a Spirit-filled community of simple grace and acceptance…. Come As You Are!

Readings for Sunday, Jan 21: 
http://www.lectionarypage.net  
Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
Mark 1:14-20 
Psalm 62:6-14 
 
 



 

That’s all for now as we keep looking forward and up. 
Judy Crosby 

Safety Team update:   
• Cards with contact information for the Albemarle County Police Department (ACPD) have been 

posted at every door in the church and Berberich Hall.   
• We have been in touch with the ACPD Crime Prevention Specialist about a risk assessment/site 

survey. 
• ACPD will be holding an all day workshop on Crime Prevention for Houses of Worship and 

Active Assailant Scenario, March 3 (tentative date), which we plan to attend. 
• We continue to have alert ushers and greeters. 
• We continue to work with guidance from Bishop Susan at the Diocese, and ultimately, our security 

is in God.  
Lou Lamb, Karl Brust & Debbie King 

Birmingham Sunday 
The birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. passed quietly Monday.  It has come to be one of our “minor” 
holidays, along with Columbus Day.  But at least it has, thus far, been spared the indignity of the 
commercial tsunami.  Now we “celebrate” President’s Day with mattress sales.  Or Christmas, where we 
spend just a fraction of our time on spiritual reflection and worship, compared with the time we spend 
shopping, wrapping, baking, decorating, and party-going. 

But were we thinking about Dr. King when we met for Morning Prayer last Sunday? 
Of our national holidays, the birthday of Martin Luther King could be the one with the most spiritual 
content and meaning.  As I’ve studied Old Testament prophets such as Amos, Hosea, and Micah, I’ve 
thought about whether the role of prophesy exists in contemporary times, or was it just a historical relic of 
Biblical times? 
Dr. King’s name came to mind as a modern era prophet.   

In the eighth century BCE, Amos attacked the social evils of the Kingdom of Israel, as well as its pagan 
worship.  Amos issued an urgent call to repentance as the only escape from imminent judgment. 

 “I hate your festivals, nor do I delight in your solemn assemblies.  I will not accept your burnt 
offerings…Take away from me the noise of your songs.  But let justice roll down like waters and 
righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.”  
We know how that ended.  A generation later the Assyrians swept through, carrying away most of the 
population, and repopulating Israel with immigrants who later became known as the Samaritans, whom 
the Jews of the time of Jesus so caustically scorned. 

Dr. King also called us to justice.  Assassinated at age 39, he dedicated his short life to seeking justice, not 
only for African-Americans, but for all people, writing while incarcerated in the Birmingham jail Easter 
1963, “injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” 
Birmingham was a city seething with hatred in 1963. That spring, Dr. King and other civil rights leaders 
launched a series of sit-ins, marches, and boycotts.  Peaceful demonstrations were met with violent attacks 
using high-pressure fire hoses and police dogs on men, women, and even children.  Dr. King was arrested 
and held in the Birmingham jail for eight days.  Eventually, local officials agreed to Dr. King’s demands 
and segregation very gradually gave way to desegregation. 

On September 15, 1963, a bomb blast at the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church killed four girls — Addie 
Mae Collins (14), Denise McNair (11), Carole Robertson (14), and Cynthia Wesley (14).  



 

Richard Farina memorialized the bombing with his powerful song, “Birmingham Sunday.”  It has been 
performed by Joan Baez (1964) and more recently in the hauntingly beautiful rendition by Rhiannon 
Giddens on her album “Freedom Highway.”   
Here is one stanza of the song: 
 On Birmingham Sunday a noise shook the ground 
 And people all over the earth turned around 
 For no one recalled a more cowardly sound 
 And the choirs kept singing of freedom 
Justice for their deaths was long coming.  Though one of the bombers was convicted 14 years after the bombing, the 
other two bombers were not convicted until 2001 and 2002.  As Dr. King said many times (paraphrasing the 19th 
abolitionist Theodore Parker), ”the arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice.” 
The dream of Dr. King lives on…if you look for it. 

Tom Torrance 

Bad Girls 
Bad Girls will meet on Thursday 1/18/18 at 12:00 with lunch and 12:30 starts the Bible Study. All are 
welcome!  We have a lot of fun, learn a lot about what God has in mind.  What is said in that room, stays 
in that room.  We love this time together and enjoy each others company and our luncheons are a fun get 
together. 
Lynne Sprouse 

 

St. Luke's Volunteer Sign Up Sheet (click me)  

Remember…if all else fails, call or write Bob Lamb at 703-407-2365 or bob.j.lamb@gmail.com 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/149-sfdyi1IN40B77kEozF9uVCvndfsHL6qFMV8XFnok/edit?ts=5671b371#gid=0

