
 

 
February 13, 2020 

Calendar of Events 
Date Time Event/Activity Location POC 
Feb 16 9:15 am Holy Eucharist St. Luke’s Fr.	Randy	Haycock	
Feb 23 9:15 am Holy Eucharist St. Luke’s Fr.	Randy	Haycock	
Feb 26 5:30 pm Ash Wednesday Service St. Luke’s Fr.	Randy	Haycock	
Mar 1 9:15 am Holy Eucharist St. Luke’s Fr.	Randy	Haycock	
Mar 8 9:15 am Holy Eucharist St. Luke’s Fr.	Randy	Haycock	

Vestry Meeting  
2nd Tuesday of each month at 6:00 PM 

“Bad Girls of the Bible” 
Every Thursday at 12:00 in the Parish Hall 

Drop-In Hours  
Wed: Cuppa Joe’s from 10:30 am to 1:00 pm  
Fri:  Simeon Market from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm  

Pot Luck – 1st Sunday each Month 

Fr. Randy will be on vacation from February 16 (after 
church) through February 22.  He may still be reached 

at 847-323-3822 in a pastoral emergency. 

The Ash Wednesday Liturgy will be celebrated on 
February 26 at 5:30 p.m. 

St. Luke’s Prayer List   
Johonna, Jolene, Jim Brookeman, Gene and Charlotte Baker, 
Ken Crosby, Don Cook, and the Reeves Family, Jessica, JT, 
Bruce, Dana Henry, Eric, Matthew, Jessica, Vickie, Julia Perce, 
Susan, Caroline, Moss Crosby, Sidney, Susanne Taylor, Fr. 
Mark McIntosh, Carole, Jo Malena 

Readings for February 16: 
http://www.lectionarypage.net  
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 or Sirach 15:15-20 
1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
Matthew 5:21-37 
Psalm 119:1-8 

Pat Hanley…and my neighbor Pema 
I was always cheered by Pat Hanley’s gentle manner and carefully composed smile.  I was impressed by 
the imposing intellect hidden from view most of the time by her shy nature.  We were friends and I visited 
her often in the early months of her hospitalization. 
Then my visits fell off.  The last time I saw her, I promised her that on my next visit, I’d bring my banjo 
and play for her and whoever else might be in earshot.  There was no next time.  I have no excuse for not 
continuing to visit her.  But I do have remorse over not doing so.  I had failed her as a friend. 
Shortly after Pat died, my neighbor Pema died from kidney cancer.  She was a Buddhist from Nepal who 
had been in the United States 30 years or so. Her husband is from Charlottesville, and met her in an Asian 
grocery store on West Main Street 20 years ago. They moved into a house up the road about a year ago. It 
took me months, but eventually I stopped by one day when I saw Wayne outside working on his 
truck.  He asked me to take him to Scottsville so he could get a part for his truck, and told me that his wife 
was in Charlottesville for a chemotherapy infusion. When Wayne and I got back from Scottsville, Pema 
was home, and she invited me inside for Nepali tea. She spoke little English and I speak no Nepali, but we 
managed to communicate, mainly by showing pictures of our loved ones on our devices. She talked about 
her Buddhist faith, and I understood, since I occasionally sit with the Buddhists at Blue Ridge Zen in 
Charlottesville. I visited a few times, but mostly drove past their house on my way to and from town. 
Wayne called me one night to inform me that Pema had died. I was not only sad to hear of her death, but, 
as with Pat, bothered that my visits with her had dwindled. It seems I was the only person here on Briery 
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Creek who had ever befriended her, so she considered me her friend.  I had failed her as a neighbor. I was 
so busy setting aside for time for Silence, Stillness, and Solitude as part of my spiritual practices, that I 
forgot to be there for her, to be her neighbor, and her friend. 
The deaths of Pat and Pema taught me a powerful lesson:  There is a balance in our spiritual commitments 
and our neighborly obligations that we ignore at our soul’s peril. 

Tom Torrance 

St. Luke's Volunteer Sign Up Sheet (click the link below) 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/149-sfdyi1IN40B77kEozF9uVCvndfsHL6qFMV8XFnok/edit?ts=5671b371#gid=0 

Remember…if all else fails, call or write Bob Lamb at 703-407-2365 or  bob.j.lamb@gmail.com 


