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Dear Friends in Christ, 
  
Sunday, May 2, we will regather for the Eucharist “in church”at 9:15 a.m. for the first time since the beginning of the 
pandemic!  I very much look forward to being physically present in our beloved “worship space” and I know many of you do 
as well. 
  
That said, for awhile, we will be putting safety practices in place that will change the experience of worship from our 
“normal” pattern to something quite different, and so I wanted to prepare you all for what to expect.  Our Diocese, in 
consultation with medical health professionals, has developed “Regathering Guidelines” to ensure we may come gather 
safely! 
  
1.     Everyone present must wear masks.  We must also maintain safe distancing (6 feet apart from one another) 
        throughout the service unless they live in the same household. 
2.     Everyone should sanitize their hands on the way into church, before they pick up a bulletin that will 
        contain the entire service (the Prayer Books and Hymnals have been removed to facilitate sanitization of 
        the pews before every service). 
3.     Seating will be “assigned” in the sense that the ushers will guide us where to sit as we go into the pews 
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        from the front of the church to the back, alternating between seating next to the wall or on the aisle to 
        maintain safe distancing.  (Unfortunately, you may not be sitting in your “favorite pew” for awhile!) 
4.     The service will follow our usual order with the following exceptions: 
        -  No singing, since singing generates respiratory aerosols at high rates.  There will be music, however. 
        -  We will not be receiving communion physically only because getting everyone up to the altar an  
            individual or couple at a time would be difficult to do safely and would take a long time.  We will all 
            make an Act of Spiritual Communion together. 
5.     We will exit from church in the reverse order from entering, i.e. from the back pews to the front, again 
        guided by the ushers. 
In order to maintain safe distancing, there are only 18 spaces in the church where an individual or household may sit.  The 
Vestry has a new “call list” and will be calling you in the coming week to see if you would like to attend the service on May 
2.  If not everyone who wants to come can, the Vestry and I will look at starting a second service or coming up with some 
other way to get you all to worship! 
  
I want to include a personal note of thanks to Tom Goss and Tom Pitz who helped me develop our regathering plan and 
walked through the plan with me to see how it would unfold.  They have also volunteered to serve as the ushers for several 
weeks of our first regatherings. 
  
I know how difficult it is to not be able to receive communion physically.  If anyone should desire it, I am happy to bring you 
private communion at your home.  Please, just let me know (847-323-3822 or rhhaycock@aol.com). 
  
On another pandemic related issue, if you want to be vaccinated and have had any trouble getting an appointment or need 
help with transportation to a clinic, I am happy to help with that as well. 
  
Let us regather with trust in the One who loves us, and will bring us more healing and recovery from the pandemic in the 
days ahead. 
  
Love, and Peace, in Christ 
  
Fr. Randy 
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